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villages occurred near patches of cultivation or wliere salt was found;
small and poverty-stricken villages occurred at intervals all over
tlie country. Tlie vegetation consisted of thorny scrub jungle in
bushes or patches; the inhabitants subsisted on jowari crops and
Palmyra palm sugar ; occasional fertile tracts of sandy soil 'support-
ed tomatoes, gram, wheat, and other crops.

The cross country tracks were generally deep with sand and
were rather heavy,, but in consequence kept in better repair than
any other form of untended road. Occasional low dry hills
occurred, also clothed with thorny scrub jungle.

The heat was great in April, May, and June, but the atmosphere
remained dry. Local supplies were very scanty, and in the district
the only forage procurable was often jowari stalks or cnrby.

The hilly tracts were the refuge of the dacoits when harried

by our troops ; there they were in dense

(3) Hillv and jungly tracts.            .       .                  .                *

terai jungle, in which pursuit was

impossible ; the tracks were narrow and tortuous and admirably
adapted for ambuscades. Except by the regular tracks there were
hardly any means of approach; the jungle malaria to which the
Burmese are acclimatised was fatal to our troops, and the dacoits,
knowing this, felt doubly secure; at best a column could only
penetrate the jungle and move on.

The villages were small and far between, they were generally
compact and surrounded by dense impenetrable jungle. Supplies
for troops were scanty, but forage was always procurable, either in
the shape of grass or bamboo shoots.

The paths were either just broad enough for a cart or very
narrow, and where they led through jungle, that part of it which
fringed the road was often so overgrown with brambles and creepers
that it was quite impenetrable. A good deal of the dry grass and
underwood is usually burned in March, after which, till the rains
have well set in, the jungle proper is fairly open.

Very little was known of the nature of the country in the semi-
independent states, except that it was generally hilly country,
approachable by passes, which a few resolute men could defend for
some time. The Shan hills to the east were known to be of plateau
formation and comparatively open, scantily stocked with provisions,
except in favoured localities. The foot of the plateau was fringed